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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

The following terms are applicable only to the Multnomah County Transportation System Plan and are
used in this document as defined below:

Access Management: Refers to measures regulating access to streets, roads and highways from public
roads and private driveways. Measures may include but are not limited to restrictions on the type and
amount of access to roadways, and use of physical controls such as signals and channelization including
raised medians, to reduce impacts of approach road traffic on the main facility.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA): A civil rights law that prohibits discrimination against individuals
with disabilities in all areas of public life, including jobs, schools, transportation, and all public and
private places that are open to the general public.

Arterial (Street): County roads that comprise the regional transportation network and provide for travel
between communities within the County as well as between counties. Arterials are typically three to
five lanes in width and serve a high volume of through traffic. Minor, Major, Principal and Rural are sub-
categories of the Arterial Classification..

Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT): A measure used primarily in transportation planning and traffic
engineering that represents the total volume of vehicular traffic on a highway or roadway for a year
divided by 365 days.

Average Daily Traffic (ADT): This is the measurement of the average number of vehicles passing a
certain point each day on a highway, road or street.

Bicycle Facility: Any facility provided for the benefit of bicycle travel, including bikeways and parking
facilities.

Bicycle Network: A system of connected bikeways that provide access to and from local and regional
destinations.

Bike Lane: Area within street right-of-way designated specifically for bicycle use. Typically delineated
from the vehicular travel lane by an 8 inch white stripe.

Bikeway: Area within street right-of-way for bicyclists as well as other uses such as walking. Typically
delineated from the vehicular travel lane by a 4 inch white stripe.

Capital Improvement Plan (CIP): A community planning and fiscal management tool used to coordinate
the location, timing and financing of capital improvements over a multi-year period.

Capacity: The maximum number of vehicles or individuals that can traverse a given segment of a
transportation facility with prevailing roadway and traffic conditions.

viii
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Collector (Street): County roads that distribute traffic between local streets and the Arterial network.
Collectors are typically two to three lanes in width, and serve more local trips and fewer through trips
than Arterials. Neighborhood, Major, and Rural are sub-categories of the Collector classification.

Comprehensive Plan Advisory Committee (CAC): An advisory committee consisting of volunteer
community members from the community they represent. CAC members reviewed, discussed, and
recommended approval of all of the policies and strategies identified in the Comprehensive Plan,
including new policies and those retained from earlier editions of the Comprehensive Plan and Rural
Area Plans. Members of the CAC also served on four subcommittees, transportation and public facilities
being one, where they engaged in more in-depth discussion of policy issues and recommendations.

Context Sensitive Design: Roadway standards and development practices that are flexible and sensitive
to community values. Context sensitive design allows roadway design decisions to better balance
economic, social and environmental objectives.

Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ): A regulatory agency whose job is to protect the quality of
Oregon's environment.

Department of Land Conservation and Development (DLCD): A public agency that helps communities
and citizens plan for, protect and improve the built and natural systems that provide a high quality of
life.

Driveway (DWY): A private means of access, connecting one or more properties to the local public road
system. A private driveway may be a private access easement that connects properties to the local
public road system.

Eastbound (EB): Traveling toward the east.
Fiscal Year (FY): A year as reckoned for taxing or accounting purposes.

Geographic Information Systems (GIS): A system designed to capture, store, manipulate, analyze,
manage, and present all types of spatial or geographical data.

Grade: A measure of the steepness of a roadway, bikeway or walkway, usually expressed in a
percentage form of the ratio between vertical rise to horizontal distance, (e.g. a 5% grade means that
the facility rises 5 feet in height over a 100 feet in length.)

Impervious Surfaces: Hard surfaces that do not allow water to soak into the ground, increasing the
amount of stormwater running into the drainage system.

Level of Service (LOS): A qualitative measure describing the perception of operation conditions within a
traffic steam by motorists and or passengers. An LOS rating of "A” to “F” describes the traffic flow on
streets and at intersections, ranging from LOS A, representing virtually free flow conditions and no
impedance to LOS F representing forced flow conditions and congestion.
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Local (Street): A public road under Multnomah County jurisdiction that is outside a city and is not a
county road, state highway or federal road. The County is not responsible to maintain, repair or
improve a local access road unless the Board finds an emergency or public need as required under ORS
368.031.

Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD): A document issued by the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) of the United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) to specify the
standards by which traffic signs, road surface markings, and signals are designed, installed, and used.

Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO): An organization in each federally recognized urbanized
area (population over 50,000), as designated by the Governor, which has the responsibility for planning,
programming and coordinating the distribution of federal transportation resources.

Multi-Modal: Involving several modes of transportation including bus, rail, bicycle, motor vehicle, etc.

Multi-Use Path: Off-street route (typically recreationally focused) that can be used by several
transportation modes, including bicycles, pedestrians and other non-motorized modes (i.e.
skateboards, roller blades, horses, etc.)

Neighborhood Route (Street): A street that provide access primarily to residential land uses and link
neighborhoods to higher order roads. They generally have higher traffic volumes than local streets.

Northbound (NB): Traveling toward the north.

Oregon Administrative Rules (OAR): The official compilation of rules and regulations having the force of
law in the U.S. state of Oregon. It is the regulatory and administrative corollary to Oregon Revised
Statutes, and is published pursuant to ORS 183.360 (3).

Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT): A public agency that helps provide a safe, efficient
transportation system that supports economic opportunity and livable communities throughout
Oregon.

Oregon Revised Statutes (ORS): The codified body of statutory law governing the U.S. state of Oregon,
as enacted by the Oregon Legislative Assembly, and occasionally by citizen initiative. The statutes are
subordinate to the Oregon Constitution.

Peak Period or Peak Hour: The period of the day with the highest number of travelers. This is normally
between 7:00 to 9:00 AM or 4:00 to 6:00 PM on weekdays.

Pedestrian Facility: A facility provided for the benefit of pedestrian travel, including walkways,
crosswalks, signs, signals and benches.

Right-Of-Way (ROW or R/W): Property that the public has a right to use for transportation and
transportation related purposes.
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Safety Priority Index System (SPIS): An indexing system used by Oregon Department of Transportation
to prioritize safety improvements based on crash frequency and severity on state facilities.

Safe Routes to School (SRTS): Federal, state, and local programs that create safe, convenient, and fun
opportunities for children to bicycle and walk to and from schools.

Shared Roadway: Roadways where bicyclists and autos share the same travel lane. May include a wider
travel lane and/or bicycle boulevard treatment (priority to through bikes on local streets).

Southbound (SB): Traveling toward the south.

Statewide Transportation Improvement Plan (STIP): The capital improvement program that identifies
funding and schedule of statewide projects.

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC): An advisory committee consisting of state, county, and city staff
that review and provide feedback on technical memorandums for the Comprehensive Plan and
Transportation System Plan Update.

Technical Memorandum (TM): A document that is specifically targeted to technically-trained persons,
such as practicing engineers, engineering managers, or planners, who are interested in the technical
details of the project or task.

Traffic Control Devices: Signs, signals or other fixtures placed on or adjacent to a travelway that
regulates, warns or guides traffic. Can be either permanent or temporary.

Transportation Analysis Zone (TAZ): A geographic sub-area used to assess travel demands using a travel
demand forecasting model. Often defined by the transportation network and US Census blocks.

Transportation Demand Management (TDM): A policy tool as well as any action that seeks to reduce
single-occupant vehicle trips, especially during peak travel demand periods. Refers to actions which are
designed to change travel behavior in order to improve performance of transportation facilities and to
reduce need for additional road capacity. Methods may include subsidizing transit for the journey to
work trip, charging for parking, starting a van or car pool system, or instituting flexible work hours.

Transportation and Growth Management (TGM). A program of the Oregon Department of
Transportation (ODOT) that supports community efforts to expand transportation choices. By linking
land use and transportation planning, TGM works in partnership with local governments to create
vibrant, livable places in which people can walk, bike, take transit or drive where they want to go.

Transportation Planning Rule (TPR): A series of Oregon Administrative Rules intended to coordinate
land use and transportation planning efforts to ensure that the planned transportation system supports
a pattern of travel and land use in urban areas that will avoid the air pollution, traffic and livability
problems faced by other large urban areas of the country through measures designed to increase
transportation choices and make more efficient use of the existing transportation system.
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